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“ong g™ GRAPE RESEARCH AT THE
ARMSTRONG RESEARCH FARM
By Bemie Havlovic

Grape research began at the Armstrong Research Farm near
Lewis in 2002 when the 1 1/2-care vineyard was constructed.
Through a grant from the Leopold Center for Sustainable Agricul-
ture, a grape cultivar by management systems trial was established
to gain information on different pest control and vine management
systems. Project leaders for the experiment are ISU professors
Paul Domoto and Gail Nonnecke. The study was designed to evalu-
ate 15 grape cultivars under three management systems.

The following year a second trial was added to the vine-
yard through an IDALS specialty crop grant. In this Wine
Grape Cultivar trial 20 cultivar or advanced selections are
being evaluated for their adaptability, productivity, and wine
making potential in southwest lowa. All totaled our vine-
yard consists of 645 vines representing 35 cultivars.

Similar trials were also started at ISU Research Farms near
Ames, Nashua, and Crawfordsville, lowa. The first grapes were
harvested from the cultivar x management trial this fall and the wine
cultivar trial is expected to be in production this coming season.
We look forward to the information these trials will provide for
Iowa grape producers in the years to come.

Vines in the research vineyard came through the ’05 win-
ter in fairly good shape despite a low temperature of -10.5
degrees being recorded on two different nights. The degree
of winter injury was also considered to be less severe than at
the other research vineyards around the state. Despite rather
large monthly deviations in temperature and rainfall the
growing season totals average near normal. Disease and in-
sect problems were minimal under the conventional and IPM
(best management) treatments but anthracnose has again a
problem with certain cultivars in the organic approved man-
agement treatments. Harvest began on August 16th when
the Edelweiss and Reliance cultivars were picked, and con-
cluded on October 11th with the harvest of the Chambourcin,
St. Vincent, and Cynthiana varieties.

Yields were excellent but with some cultivars getting the desir-
able balance of % Soluble Solids and pH proved to be a challenge.
Yield results and other vine ratings are being tabulated as this is
being written and should be available to producers in the farm’s
annual progress report in February or at the ISU Outlying Re-
search Farms webstte at http://www .ag.iastate.edu/farms/.

Prairie Crossing Winery to Open Soon

A new winery will soon be added to those that
make up the Western lowa Wine Trail. Prairie
Crossing Vineyard and Winery, owned and op-
erated by Association members Andy and Julianna
Hrasky, will open its doors in April with a grand
opening celebration scheduled for the weekend
of April 28 and 29. -

Located in Treynor, Prairie Crossing has 3 acres
of vineyards consisting of Catawba, Cayuga White,
Concord, DeChaunac, Frontenac and LaCrosse.
The vineyards surround the winery allowing visi-
tors the opportunity to see how wine grapes are
grown and maintained.

Prairie Crossing is producing approximately
2,700 gallons of wine in its first year. Twelve
different wines will be offered. Andy and
Julianna are looking forward to finally earning
some revenue off of this venture! They are most
appreciative of the advice offered by so many
Association members over the past several
years and are committed to continuing to do
their part in promotion of the Western lowa
grape growing and wine making industry. Be
sure to stop by this spring and see what they
have to offer!

rape Vine

Yo. . . Uapa Was ot the 1oz
by Mike White

The U.S. Federal Government enacted
Law 27 CFR §4.26(a) in 1978, which pro-
vided for the establishment of American
Viticultural Areas (AVA).

On June 20, 1980, Augusta, Missouri
became the first recognized American
Viticultural Area. The second viticultural
area, Napa Valley, was not recognized un-
til January 1 of 1983. As of October, 2006
there were 173 AVA’s approved by the Al-
cohol & Tobacco Tax & Trade Bureau (TTB)
in the U.S.
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From the Editon's Desk

Readers of the Grape Vine may find this issue a bit
unbalanced - not as “local” as usual. Several items I’d
hoped to use I’ve replaced by others that seemed more
pressing. Out-of-State Vine & Vine events took consider-
able space. I’'m not sure how many readers intend to go to
Paris for the Wine Evolution, but I thought a full review of
what’s available would be of interest. The New York Times
article (shortened) took a full page, but again, I thought this
would be of interest.

Bemie Havlovic has a splendid article on developments
at Armstrong Farm, and Andy and Julianna Hrasky’s spring
winery opening merits the front page.

Mike White submitted several fine articles, but a couple
pieces will have to wait the Spring issue. Mike’s book re-
view is a welcomed addition. Would any readers care to
share their reading experiences? I'm sure members would
be interested in good books to add to their libraries.

A feature for the spring issue will be a few fairly arcane
(to me) words that will certainly test what you likely never
learned in your advanced conversational French classes -
courtesy of Mike White. I’ll ask Stan Olson for feedback
from the New York Times article, and Allan Petersen will
have news about Eli.

Would anyone care to offer some opinions
on the ongoing dialogue about “What consti-
tutes an “lowa Wine"?

There are several important issues here. Let’s
hear what you think?

Have we run out of wacky “Overheard” items? Several
alert viticulturists have come up with lots of good stuff over-
heard in the vineyards, but I think you enologists justaren’t
listening!

What are the important events in your vineyard or winery
during April, May, and June?

Please send me any information you think would be of
interest to other WIGGA members. This is your newsletter
and your input is important. If you don’t find the articles
interesting enough, it’s partly your fault.

P.S.

I'm sorry this issue is so late. A rare winter electric storm
knocked out my scanner and printer. My local guru, Mike
Moore, got me over a couple hurdles - but he’s been busy
on the farm with winter calving. Dave Richards, Radio Shack
- Corning, has been on his honeymoon, but he got the printer
working. Joyce and Jack Amdor installed a recalcitrant new
scanner, and [ appear to be up, and, er, walking.

Floyd Pearce
P.O.Box 205
Cumberland, 1A 50843
Telephone: 712-774-2244
e-mail: flovd pearce(@yahoo.com
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Book Review by Mike White

The Grape Grower - A Guide to Organic Viticulture
by Lon Rombough, Copyright 2002, 290 pp.

T have accumulated quite a few viticulture and wine books
over the past seven years | have been working with grapes.
I must admit that I very seldom read these entire books. I
often just skim the contents, read a chapter or two and then
put them aside for reference.

The Grape Grower - A Guide to Organic Viticulture 1s
one that I recently read cover to cover. This book is much
more than just a “Guide to Organic Viticulture”. To me it is
more of acommon sense easy-to-read primer on grape grow-
ing. It does a fantastic job of enlightening the reader on the
structure of the vine and the reasons we prune and train the
way we do. Well-placed historical facts, personal observa-
tions and grape-biology facts keep the reader interested.
There is one chapter on propagation that is the best infor-
mation | have seen on the vegetative reproduction of
grapes. Mr. Rombough’s 35+ years of viticulture experi-
ence and formal horticulture education make this an easy
reading, but authoritative viticulture book. 1t should be in
every grape grower’s library.

You can order this book directly from Lon Rombough’s
webpage: http://www.bunchgrapes.com /publications.html,
$45 Softcover, $54 Hardcover. You can purchase it for a
little less from either MDT & Associates (888-530-7082, See
ad) or Midwest Vineyard Supply (217-864-9896).

IMPORTANT MEETINGS FOR WESTERN IOWA
WINE MAKERS & GRAPE GROWERS

Feb. 9-10: Iowa Wine Growers Annual Conference
Where: Hotel Fort Des Moines, Des Moines, lowa
Noonto 5 pm Fri., Feb. 9th, Evening Wine Reception
8:30 am -5 pm Sat. Feb 10th, Evening Wine Reception,
Banquet & Dance; Vendor Displays Contact:

Joan O’brien, Executive Secretary, 800-383-1682

or joano@agribiz.org
http://www.iowawinegrowers.com

I’M SURE WIGGA members would be interested
n any grape experiments by other members. Share
your lurid tales about dried grapes, raisins, chocolate
covered grapes, grape leather, ice wine, champagne,
grape sherbet, liqueurs, herbed wines, novelty jams,
whatever. . . Share your secrets. Even the failures
could be interesting.

FOR SALE: 3 point mount, PTO driven,
Air blast sprayer. New 60 gallon tank,
28 inch 5 nozzle valute, and electric
shut off valve. $1750.

Pencach Vinevard & Winery, 26759 N Avenue
Adel, Yowa 50003 - Telephone: 515-993-4374
or 515-250-1036 www.penoach.com

For the Jocular Viticulturist. . .

A Minnesotan, Missourian, New Yorker, South
Carolinian, Texan, Jowan and Californian were flying
across country on a small plane when the pilot comes on
the loud speaker and says, “ We’re having mechanical
problems and the only way we can make it to the next
airport is for 6 of you to open the door and jump, at least
one of you can survive”.

The seven men open the door and look out below.
The Minnesotan takes a deep breath and hollers, “Viva
Riparia!” and jumps.

The Missourian takes a deep breath and hollers, “Viva
Aestivalis!” and jumps.

The New Yorker takes a deep breath and hollers, “Viva
Labrusca!” and jumps.

The South Carolinian takes a deep breath and hollers,
“Viva Muscadinia!” and jumps.

The Texan takes a deep breath and hollers, “Viva
Mustangensis!” and jumps.

The lowan takes a deep breath and hollers,” Whatever?”
and throws the Californian out of the plane.

from Mike White







