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Onward & Upward: Excelsior!

by Mike White

Our Iowa native winery industry has grown dramatically
over the last eight years. We all have heard these numbers
before, but they are worth repeating.

In 1999 Towa had 13 wineries and approximately 5
winegrape vineyards covering about 15 acres. Most of the
juice and grapes used to make wine at this time was coming
in from out-of-state. This week's call to the lowa Alcohol
Beverage Division (IA-ABD) informed me that we have 66
state licensed wineries. To my knowledge, 55 of these win-
eries are currently open for business. Native wine sales have
also increased dramatically over this time.

Reports taken from the IA-ABD for state fiscal year sales
ending in June 0£ 2002, 2005 and 2006 showed dramatic
increases 0of 51,500, 123,000 and 246,000 gallons per year
respectfully. Total wine sales for our state ending in June of
2006 was around 3.3 million gallons. This would indicate to
me that lowa's native wineries held a 7.8% market share of
wine sold in Iowa at this time. The law of diminishing returns
also can be attributed to market share.

Each consecutive market share point becomes increas-
ing difficult to attain and maintain.

I spent some time massaging the state census data pro-
jected for 2006 and came up with a state population of2.98
million with approximately 2.08 million lowans over the age
of21 years. This tells me that the average adult over the age
of21 in lowa is consuming around 1.6 gallons of wine per
year compared to the national estimate of around 2.8 gal-
lons per year. We still have some growing to do.

So,. .. how are we going to grow this industry? In my
opinion, it is a no-brainer. Do what other successful wine
regions do.

Concentrate our efforts on:

1. Quality Grapes
2. Quality Wine
3. Positive Experience
4. Telling our Story
5. Educating ourselves and Sharing our knowledge
6. Positive Image
You see, its pretty simple. Now lets go do it!

“Lighfhihg Art” in Black quuirrel- Vihegart!

It was raining on August 17th and Charlie Caldwell
was looking out the window at his vineyard. Suddenly
there was a bright light, something like a camera flash-
bulb going off - then the sound of thunder. Lightning had
struck a 6-inch trellis post! After the storm, when he
examined the post, Charlie found a grape vine 2 feet
from the post that appeared to be dead, and all the weeds
around the post were dead, too.

So now Charlie can add lightning to his list of vine-
yard menaces - along with deer, insects, birds, and
raccoons.

He’s undecided, but may leave this artistic addi-
tion in his Black Squirrel Vineyard.

As time passes, he’ll examine to see: 1. if the grape
vine lives, and 2, if the genetic code of the grape has
changed. “Flectrical energy can go that,” he says.

Well, let’s see, we already have ice wine - how
about a vat of lightning wine.

And, depending on the grape, he may have red or
white lightning. (Moonshine! T hope that you wine/grape
experts have tasted really good corn liquor!)
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WIGGA Boord Offices 2007

President: Rick Foster

712-526-2486 (r_kfoster@netzero.com)

Vice President: Andy Hrasky

712-487-3812 (andy_hrasky@victor-mfg.com)
Treasurer/Finance: Diane Forristall
712-486-2511 (diane@forristall.us)

Secretary: Sheila Rohatsch
(sheila@loesshillsvineyardandwinery.com)
Committee Chairs:

Education/Grants: James Rost, Doug Grave
Cooperative Buying: Roger Webster, Larry Peters
Public Relations: Bert Wood

Advisors to the Board:

Shirley Frederiksen — Golden Hills RC&D

Scott Rogers — Peters Law Firm

“from the Editor's Desk

I had hoped to make this issue of the Grape Vine
a forum on attitudes and opinions, of needs and
expectations, of WIGGA members. | am grateful for
the two people who responded to a request for ar-
ticles. Thanks, Darrell Morse, Breezy Hills Winery,
for your response. Don’t the rest of you have opin-
ions on the problems and possibilities that you
would share?

Mike White has written a glowing report on the
lowa grape/wine scene.

Charlie Caldwell had a lightning experience.

George Fischer sent a welcome article on the
August Round Table.

It’s not too late to enter the Schleswig wine com-
petition, and sign on as a wine taster.

| read an interesting article in the New Yorker on
wine counterfeiting.

Mike Bevins has information on scholarships that
are available for further studies, new visions, in viti-
culture and oenology.

There will be another Western lowa Trail event
on November 3rd & 4th.

In the Grape Vine Fage

Onward & Upward, Mike White
Lightning at Black Squirrel, Charlie Caldwell
Board Members 2007
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Round Table Comments, George Fischer
Schleswig Wine Contest

Wine Tasters at Schleswig

Wine Counterfeiting

Wine & Grape Scholarships

Western Iowa Fall Tour

Grape Seeds & Cancer?

Mid-American Wine Competition

Round Table Comments, Darrell Morse
Wine Quotations

R

Are grape seeds a possible cure, or at least a d
terrent, for cancer? Research is being done in th
area.

I've placed a “Wanted” ad asking for a new ec
tor for this newsletter. It takes me about a week f¢
each issue - to get information, make it fit, work wit
the advertisers, print, mail, etc. Four issues! That’s
month of my year, and | simply don’t have that muc
spare time.

Here, also, is some information on Western low
Wineries that won awards at the Mid-America
Wine Contest - thanks to Sheila Rohatsch.

This issue ends with more “Wine Quotes”.

| hope there is something here for everyone.

Floyd Pearce

PO. Box 205

Cumberland, 1A 50843

floyd_pearce@yahoo.com
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Wetlcome Comments on August Round Table

After spending most of my early years on a farm in Monona
County, lowa where my grandfather grew grapes, I decided
that since we were now inthe grape growing business in Warren
Co., central lowa, that I would like to attend the "Round Table"
meeting being sponsored by the State Wine Growers Asso-
ciation at the Prairie Crossing Winery on August 8th.

Since there seemed to be some disagreement between the
wine growers in Eastern, Central, and Western Iowa, I felt
that since I'd spent a lot of time in the central and western
parts of the state, I may have some insight into the thinking of
the western lowa growers and their complaints.

As the meeting progressed, I could see that the purpose of
the State Board sitting down with the western growers to hear
alot of their concerns and some of their disagreements was a
good thing. I could see that much of the air was being cleared.

As to the major item of disagreement or misunder-
standing: that of whether or not to allow transporting
and subsequent blending of grapes or juices from one
area to another either within the State or from outside
lowa, I thought there still remained some disagreement
which may be based on a misunderstandings as to how it
could be handled in a more simple way.

It seems to me that it is a labeling matter. Each bottle of
wine could simple state that the contents were all lowa grapes
or contained juices from out of state. The percentages could
easily be shown. In years where there are shortages of grape
production in Iowa, as this fall's (2007) current tonnages are
demonstrating, it's almost a necessity for the smaller vineyard/
wineries to go elsewhere for grapes in order to maintain their
normal production.

I think all we have to do is look to the south in Mis-
souri where they have few limiting State regulations, re-
sulting in a large, highly successful wine industry and then
to look westward to Nebraska where their industry is stran-
gling on an over regulated situation.

We growers and winemakers in Iowa need to get our
heads together and pull in the same direction. I think the
Round Table discussions between growers, winemakers and
the Board members are an excellent device to accomplish
this goal. My only suggestion is to have more of these meet-
ings and more often.

George D. Fischer
Fischer Vineyards
Norwalk, Iowa 50211
Ph. 515-981-4177

(nnual Schleswig Wine Contest

The 32nd Annual Schleswig Wine Contest will tak
place on Sunday, October 21st at the Schleswig Coun
try Club. Judging begins at 1:00.

Those who submit wine must not be associated witl
commercial wine making,.

Exhibitors may make as many entries as they wish
Thereisa $3 charge for each wine preregistered. Thert
is a $4 charge for entries entered on the day of judg
ing. Entries must be received by 12:30 to be eligible.

Eighteen different classes of wine are considerec
forjudging.

For further information about entries: Coleen R
Russell, 6196 - 190th Street, Ida Grove, [A 51445.

Wine Fastens Needed in Schlesuwig

Wine tasters are always needed for the contest ot
Sunday afternoon, October 21st. Dr. Dennis Crabl
will host a tasting seminar at the Schleswig Club Hous
on Saturday evening, the 20th, at 7:00.

This event is lots of fun and a great learning experi
ence. Dr. Crabb is highly knowledgeable about wine
and he has one of the most discriminating palates i1
the Midwest.

For further information contact:

Don Thompson, 208 South 11th Street, Dunlap, IA
51529, 712-643-5333, tommytee@iowatelecom.net

WANTED!

From the Grape Vine wants an editor,
beginning with the April issue.
The present editor will continue through
the January issue - because advertisers
are paid through that date.

REWARD!

The satisfaction that comes from
doing a difficult job.
Contact: Secretary Sheila Rohatsch
sheila@loesshillsvineyardandwinery.com
Floyd Pearce floyd_pearce@yahoo.com
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Wine Counter/eifing

Below is some material from an article on wine in The
New Yorker, September 3rd & 10th.

InDecember, 1985, a bottle of 1787 “Lafitte”, with the
letters “Th.J”, was auctioned off at Christie’s in London
for about one hundred and fifty-seven thousand dollars. A
new record! The bottle was purported to have been origi-
nally consigned to Thomas Jefferson, but the provenance
of the wine is being disputed.

The extraordinary inflation in rare wine prices has
led to an explosion of counterfeits. In may instances,
modern scientific techniques are inadequate to prove or
disprove anything.

Of a 1995 wine tasting celebrating the fiftieth year of
the 1945 Mouton vintage, it is reported that more wine
was probably consumed than was produced to begin with.

Snobbery, in some wine circles, coupled with thinly dis-
guised ignorance is enough to give wine drinking a bad
name. Exactly who are the experts!

The experience of smelling and tasting wine appears to
be susceptible to factors that have nothing to do with the
wine being considered. Several years ago a Ph.D. candi-
date from the University of Bordeaux served fifty-seven
participants amid-range red Bordeaux from bottles with
labels indicating that it was a modest virn de table. A
week later, he served the same wine to the same people
but this time poured from bottles indicating that the wine
was a grand cru. The tasters of wine from the first bottles
found the wine “simple,” “unbalanced,” and “‘weak,” but
found the wine from the second tasting “complex,” “bal-
anced,” and “full.”

The interesting article is replete with cases (a pun IS
intended!) of wine forgeries, and in some instances, le-
gal action.

This bull bleep will always be with us. I’'m sure that
readers of The Grape Vine are as comfortable as I am - a
Mid-western primitive - with what their palates and noses
tell them is a good wine.

Grape/Wine Scholarship Program
The Iowa Grape and Wine Development Commissi
in conjunction with the lowa Department of Agricultur:
and Land Stewardship are offering a scholarship pro-
gram to individuals associated with Jowa wineries and
vineyards. The deadline for applications is November
2007. This information can be downloaded at http://
www.agriculture state.ia.us/grape And Wine.htm
Please help me and distributing and publishing this

information to interested individuals associated with the
Iowa grape and wine industry.

Your assistance is greatly appreciated.

Mike Bevins

State Horticulturist

Bureau of Horticulture and Farmers Markets

Iowa Department of Agriculture and Land Stew-
ardship

Wallace State Office Building

502 East 9th Street

Des Moines, lowa 50319

Phone 515-242-5043

Fax 515-242-5015

E-mail mike.bevins@idals.state.ia.us

Western lowa Wine Tour - November 3 & 4

The Western lowa Wine Trail is having it:
next Trail event, Sat & Sunday, November 3rc
& 4th: "Holiday Entertaining with the Westerr
lowa Wine Trail".

Enjoy holiday food & wine pairings at 6 par-
ticipating wineries along the trail. Discover reci:
pes & ideas for holiday entertaining with lowz:
wines. Bring your holiday shopping list and give
the gift of lowa wine this year! Check the
website@www.westerniowawinetrail.com fo
further details & a map.

Passports: $25/single $45/couple
10 am - 6 pm each day

Theory about Grape Seeds & Cancer
“e Isn't it interesting that our food supply has been
stripped of the natural medicine in grapes through the
promotion of seedless grapes? In many grocery stores,
it's impossible to find grapes with seeds. This is what
denies the public access to healing nutrients that can pro-
tect them from heart disease, cancer, inflammation and

other health problems.

“e Chewing grape seeds is a natural way to con-
sume more proanthocyanidins. Seek out grapes witk
seeds, and chew the seeds. (They're crunchy.)

“s Inlaboratory tests, grape seeds have been con-
sidered to have possible anti-inflammatory, anti-cance:
and anti-atherogenic properties.”







